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PREFATORY NOTE

It 1s my great pleasure that the Society’s publication has

been geared up in recent months of which the present book
MANU-TIKA-SAMGRAHA 1s a valuable fruit, when

Prof. Julies Jolly first edited this anthology of Commentaries
on the Manu Smriti in the 80'S of the last century, very

little 1n the printed form was available of the Commentaries of
Medhatithi, Govindaraja, Narayana, Raghavananda and
Nandana, and in fact, Kullukabhatta along reigred supreme

in the field. Now at a distance of nearly a century we find that
this anthology of commentaries on Manu, MANU-TIKA-
SAMGRAHA, long out of print, is still in great demand, and

| hope this reprinted edition of the book will serve the
purpose of our scholars a great deal

Dated 17th Apnl 1986. Dr Chandan Roy Chaudhun
General Secretary






PREFACE.

At the time when the plan of the present work was laid
before the Council of the Asiatic Society, during my stay
in India 1n the year 1883, the Manvarthamuktivali of
Kullikabhatta was the only one Sanskrit Commentary of
Manu extant in print, and the large number of printed
editions of his celebrated composition offered a strange con-
trast with the entire neglect of the less famous, but more
valuable and oiiginal works of the various other Commen-
tators of the Code of Manu. It has been shown elsewhere
that Kullikabhatta was a mere plagiary, and has generally
copred the glosses of his predecessor Govindardja without
acknowledgment, or rather trying to veil the true nature of
his own composition by indulging every now and then in
ferocious attacks on the very work to which he was indebted
to such a large extent. Indeed, the iecovery ot Govinda-
rija’s Manutikd has put Kullika entirely in the shade, and
the publication ef the Manutiks, which appears to have beeu
composed as early as the twelfth or thirleenth century, had
therefore to be con<idered as a special desiderafum, especially
as Kullika’s ep.tome of 1t consisted in many instances of
msufficient and garbled extracts.

Govindardja, 1n spite of his early date, has largely drawn
1 his turn of still earlier works, Medhutithr’’s Manubhishya
forming apparently the principal source of lis composition.

} Tagore Law Lectuies, 1883  Outlmes of an Histoly of the Hrudu L,
by J Jolly, pp 8,9



11 PRI'FACE

The epormous work of Medhdiithi, though abounding also
1 copious quotations fiom previous Commentaties, 1s the
oldest Commentary extant of the Code of Manu, and was
written in the ninth century A. D. according to Professor
Buhler.! Asiegards the native country of Medhdtithi, Pro-
fessor Buhler thinks 1t very probable that he was a Kis-
mirian. Although the facts collected by Professor Buhler
are very striking, and prove that Medhétithy, o1 the autho-
rities followed by him, was intimately acquainted with the
valley of Kasmir and 1ts language and mstitutions, there is
gomething to be said in favour of the southern home as well,
which bas been pieviously claimed for Medhatithi by the
present writer.2 When referring to the term kutapa, Me-
dhatitht observes (in his gloss on M. III, 234) that € the
Northerners’ say kambala ¢a Nepalese blanket’ for it The
impoitance of this 1emark, which IT'had noted long ago when
first 1eading the Manubhashya but had forgotten to men-
tion among the arguments adducible mn favour of Medha-
tithr’s southern home, has been well brought out by Dr.
Burnell,® who considers the southein origin of the Manu-
bbashya to be established by 1t. However this may be, the
colossal compilation of Medhatithi deserves careful consi-
deration, both on account of ils antiquity and the vast
materials which 1t contains for a critical study of the Manu-
smriti.

The unpublished Commentaries of Néréyana, Righavi-
nanda, Nandana and’an anonymous Kasmi» author, had to
be taken into account lkewise. Nd»dyana seems to have
lived in the fourteenth century, and his composition con-
tains a great deal of original matter, though not so much

1 Heo the Introduction to Prof Buhler’s translation of Manu, m the Sacred
Books of the East, vol XXV, pp cxvii-—cIxvl

1 Tagore Law Lectures, p 6

® Intyoduction to lus translation of Manu, Tiubner’s Oriontul Sexes, p xh



PREFACE. 111

perhaps as his boastful assurance might lead one to expect.
Rdghavanande appears to have lived in the sixteenth, or
first half of the seventeenth, century. He was, therefore,
posterior to Kullakabhatta, to whose opinions he adheres
mostly, though not exclusively. Nandana’s gloss is very
brief, but it contains a comparatively large portion of ori-
ginal matter., Nandana seems to have been a Southerne:r ;
his date is uncertain, but apparently recent. The Kasmir
Commentary is hardly more than a collection of marginal
notes, but 1t contains a number of interesting varie lec-
trones.!

After having succeeded in securing a sufficient number
of reliable MSS.? of all these Commentaries, I had to make
up my mind about the way 1n which they should be edited
Though a new edition of Kullika’s Manvarthamuktavalf
might be dispensed with, for the abovementioned reasons,
the size of the six remaining Commentaries was far too
large to admit of my entertaining the hope of finding a
publisher for a complete edition of these works. Moreover,
it appeared quite doubtful whether .a judicious selection
from the glosses of the Commentators would not be in 1itself
preferable to a publication of them in extenso, as it would
facilitate for the reader the laborious task of gathering the
really useful portions from among the vast amount of rub-
bish contained in the Commentaries. The Commentators
of Manu, hike most of their brethren in India, are only too
fond of making a aisplay of their learning, and are con-
stantly indulging in learned but superfluous discussions and
endless quotations of every sort. By omitting all such ex-

1 For further details regarding the Commentators of Manu, see my volume
of Tagore Law Lectures pp 6—12, and particularly Professor Buhlexr’s Manu,
PP CXVIII—CXXXVi,

2 A full account of them has been given in the Preface to my edition of the
Ménava Dharmasdstra.



v PREFACE.

traneous matter, 1t would be possible to reduce the size of
the work to reasonable dimensions, without falling into the
error of publishing garbled or msufficient extracts. This
scheme was graciously approved of by the Council of the
Asiatic Society, and the first and second pairts of the Selec-
tions appeared 1n the Bibliwitheca Indica, 1n 1885 and 1886.

The prnciples on which the extracts have been made and
artanged are on the whole self-evident. The six Commen-
taries have been made to succeed one another in the order
ot then supposed dates, the twd leading Commmentaries of
Medbhatithr and Govindarija coming in for a particularly
large share of the available space. Special attention has
natmally been directed to those points on which the Com-
mentators differ, at the same time 1t was thought advisable
m many cases to give as full an array as possible of the
analogous views put foith by several Commentators, in o1der
to decide which way the main current of opinion lies. This
1s especially the case as regards the philosophical texts of
the first chapters. Among the vaiious incidental statements
of the Commentators, those have been quoted most fre-
quently which tend to throw light on the various readings
sanctioned by, o1 known to, them. In the case of easy texts,
the extracts have genmerally been made as brief as possible,
m order to gain space for the difficult ones.

The second fasciculus had hardly left the press in Cal-~
cutta, when appeared in Bembay, in 1886, the Hon’ble V. N.
Mandlik’s voluminous edition of Manu with'the Commen-
taries of Medhatithi, Saivajiianirayana, Kullika, Righavi-
nanda, Nandana, RAmachandra, and Govindardja.l Here,
then, was a complete edition of all the Commentaries
epitomized in the present work, excepting only the insigni-

ficant Kasmir Commentary, which omission was made up
* Ménava Dharmasistia with the Commentmes of Medhéitaths,

etc, m
two volumes 4tn , and Govindardja’s Comment

a1y m one volume*dto
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for by the addition of Kullika and Rimachandra to the
Iist. It 1s true that the late Hon’ble Rao Saheb’s truly
colossal work, on a close examination, has proved deficient
in many ways, and dees not come up to the standard ef a
scholarly and critical editien. This becomes particularly
conspicuous 1n Medhatithi’s Manubhéashya, for editing
which Mr. Mandlik has used a small number of very in-
different MS. copies only; but the other Commentaries also
exhibit a great many faulty readings, etc., 1n the Hon’ble
Mandhk’s edition, as may be easily seen, e.g., from a compa-
11son of the thard book, as printed in his edition, with the
present work. Much less still can the Bombay text of the
Code of Manu be said to stand the test of modern criticism,
as 1t agrees generally with the hitherto printed editions of
the Code and differs widely in many instances from the
readings vouched for by all the Commentaries, or at least by
the leading woirks of Medhéatithi and Govindarfja. Under
these circumstances, I might feel justified in quietly going
on with my own work, leaving 1t to the public to make
their choice between the Manutikisangraha and the volu-
minous Bombay edition. Another course open to me would
have been this, to confine myself, in the remaining por-
tions of the work, to an edition of Medhitithi’s Manu-
bhashya only which has been mentioned as a special desi-
deratum by ligh aunthority! and for which I had nine
valuable MSS. at my disposal. In spite of these ample
materials, however, the attempt to work out a really satis-
factory edition of Medbéatith1’s voluminous work might have
proved a failuie, as all the hitherto available copies differ
considerably, and are hopelessly corrupt in the eighth, ninth,
and twelfth chapters. Such being the case, 1t might seem
the best course to bring the present work to a close with the

! Sco Buhler hd, p eaxw:
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third chapter, as the new results to be gained from an im-
proved edition of the more important parts of the Commen-
taries might not have been sufficient to cause it to appear
worthy of a Sanskrit scholar or of the Biblwotheca Indica to
go again over ground already trodden. The principal value
of the Commentaries of the Code of Manu lies in their im-
portance for the interpretation and verbal criticism of that
work, wlich is independent of minor differences of reading
in the glosses. Those results moreover which the study of
the Commentaries yields for a restoration of the original
tenour of the Code have been turned to account in preparing
the text and apparatus criticus of my edition of the Code.!
That work was just out, when I was asked, by the librarians
and private persons from whom I had borrowed them, to res-
tore nearly all the more 1mportant Sanskrit MSS. which I had
been using for the Manutikfisangraha. This eircumstance,
which will account for the comparative meagrenesy of the
extracts contained in the latter portion of fasciculus 111.,
put an end to all such doubts as I might still have enter-
tained regarding the advisability of bringing my work to
a close.

The selections contained in the three parts of the Manu-
tikdsangraha cover about one-fourth part of the Ménava
Dharmaséstra. All the subjects treated in them, such as
the creation of the umiverse and the rules regarding sacra-
ments, nitiation, studentship, mariiage, daily rites and
funeral oblations, are extremely interesting, and the three
first chapters of the Code have always been receiving a vast
amount of attention on the part of Sanskrit scholars. It is
hoped therefore that the present work, vhe two first parts
of which have already been used for the examinations both
at Oxfoud and Cambridge, will not be thought super-

? Trubner’s Oriental Series, Manava Dharmasistia, cntically edited by
J. Jolly London, 1887



PRETACK. Vit

fluous by the side of the voluminous and expensive Bombay
edition, and will prove particularly serviceable to beginners,
as an introduction generally into the study of the legal San-
skrit Commentaries.

Special thauks are due to Dr. Hoernle and to a well-known
native scholar, Haraprasid Shastri, for the ialuable assist-
ance rendered by them 1in the task of sering the present
work through the press.

Jr J"‘EQIKY

WorzsUure (Ghlemany),
The 24th Octuber, 1339
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